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Oeser and Wieland as his teacher, but this very grouping evidence that the full greatness of the poet had not y dawned upon him. It came over him first through Herde Now whenever he read Shakespeare in the quiet of his rooi as he tells us in Wilhelm Meister, it seemed to him as a magician were moving a host of spirits about him an eternal circle of change, and he was vexed if anyboc brought him back from this magic world to talk of anothe All the prophetic feelings which he had ever had about m< and his fate he saw developed and fulfilled in Shakespeare plays. They seemed to him the work of a heavenly genii and, like Herder, he felt that he had before him, not poen but the huge open book of fate. As he expresses himself the manifesto, Znm Shakespearestag, written a year later,'. felt his life infinitely broadened. Now for the first tir he dared to leap into the free air, and now for the first tii he began to feel that he had hands and feet. And when saw how much injustice he had suffered from the tyran: of rules, and how many free souls were still crouching their fetters, his heart would have burst within him hi he not made it the business of his life to raze their prisoi He grasps more distinctly than Herder the point of view the Shakespearian dramas, which assures their inner uni and dramatic effect, perceiving that the peculiarity of t ego, the pretended freedom of the will, clashes with t necessary progress of the whole. Our distorted taste obscures our vision that we are almost in need of a ni creation to deliver us from this darkness. The most Shakespeare's critics are offended at his characters. B he cries out: "Nature, nature! nothing so near to natt as Shakespeare's men!"
While the freedom and sureness of Shakespeare's gen: gave him back his own freedom and sureness; while he Z mired Shakespeare's deep insight into the confusion of t world and thus deepened his own; and while from 1 psychological miniature-drawing of characters, which compares with the ingenious works of a watch, he deriv the richest nourishment for his own art, nevertheless t